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Table 14-1 Participation in the Advanced Placement (AP) program,1 by number of schools,
candidates, examinations, colleges, candidates per school, examinations per
candidate, and candidates per college:  1956–97

Candidates Exams Candi-
Secondary Candi- Exam- per secondary per can- dates per

Year schools dates inations Colleges school didate college
1956 104 1,229 2,199 130 11.8 1.8 9.5
1957 212 2,068 3,772 201 9.8 1.8 10.3
1958 355 3,715 6,800 279 10.5 1.8 13.3
1959 560 5,862 8,265 391 10.5 1.4 15.0
1960 890 10,531 14,158 567 11.8 1.3 18.6
1961 1,126 13,283 17,603 617 11.8 1.3 21.5
1962 1,358 16,255 21,451 683 12.0 1.3 23.8
1963 1,681 21,769 28,762 765 13.0 1.3 28.5
1964 2,086 28,874 37,829 888 13.8 1.3 32.5
1965 2,369 34,278 45,110 994 14.5 1.3 34.5
1966 2,518 38,178 50,104 1,076 15.2 1.3 35.5
1967 2,746 42,383 54,812 1,133 15.4 1.3 37.4
1968 2,863 46,917 60,674 1,193 16.4 1.3 39.3
1969 3,095 53,363 69,418 1,288 17.2 1.3 41.4
1970 3,186 55,442 71,495 1,368 17.4 1.3 40.5
1971 3,342 57,850 74,409 1,382 17.3 1.3 41.9
1972 3,397 58,828 75,199 1,483 17.3 1.3 39.7
1973 3,240 54,778 70,651 1,437 16.9 1.3 38.1
1974 3,357 60,863 79,036 1,507 18.1 1.3 40.4
1975 3,498 65,635 85,786 1,517 18.8 1.3 43.3
1976 3,937 75,651 98,898 1,580 19.2 1.3 47.9
1977 4,079 82,728 108,870 1,672 20.3 1.3 49.5
1978 4,323 93,313 122,561 1,735 21.6 1.3 53.8
1979 4,585 106,052 139,544 1,795 23.1 1.3 59.1
1980 4,950 119,918 160,214 1,868 24.2 1.3 64.2
1981 5,253 133,702 178,159 1,955 25.5 1.3 68.4
1982 5,525 141,626 188,933 1,976 25.6 1.3 71.7
1983 5,827 157,973 211,160 2,130 27.1 1.3 74.2
1984 6,273 177,406 239,666 2,153 28.3 1.4 82.4
1985 6,720 205,650 280,972 2,170 30.6 1.4 94.8
1986 7,201 231,378 319,224 2,125 32.1 1.4 108.9
1987 7,776 262,081 369,207 2,197 33.7 1.4 119.3
1988 8,247 292,164 424,844 2,184 35.4 1.5 133.8
1989 8,768 314,686 463,664 2,256 35.9 1.5 139.5
1990 9,292 330,080 490,299 2,537 35.5 1.5 130.1

19912 9,786 359,120 535,186 2,587 36.7 1.5 138.8

19922 10,191 388,142 580,143 2,722 38.1 1.5 142.6

19932 10,594 424,192 639,385 2,825 40.0 1.5 150.2

19942 10,863 458,945 701,108 2,823 42.2 1.5 162.6

19952 11,274 504,823 785,712 2,875 44.8 1.6 175.6

19962 11,712 537,428 843,423 2,895 45.9 1.6 185.6

1997 12,022 581,554 921,601 2,872 48.4 1.6 202.5

1 Included in this analysis are participants from the United States
and other countries.
2 Revised from previously published figures.

SOURCE: The College Board, Advanced Placement Program,
Statistical Tables 1996–97 and National Summary Reports  (Copyright
© 1996–97 by the College Entrance Examination Board.  All rights
reserved.).


